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FROM THE CHAIR �
As you read this a group of your club 
mates will be enjoying the Castrol 
iBhayi Indaba in Port Elizabeth, having 
driven a selection of MG’s ranging from 
pre-war to late 20th century vintage.  I 
have no doubt that they will fly the Cape 
Town Centre flag high, representing us 
well on the social and the competitive 
front and generally having a good time 
doing so.  
 
I really hope that the current cold snap 
is the end of the Cape winter.  I’ve had 
more than enough of winter (and have 
had since early June) and I am more 
than ready for spring to start just as 
soon as it likes.  Your car club has a 
host of events lined up for the coming 
months.  Watch out for a special 60th 
Anniversary Breakfast in October.  A 
day that starts with champagne before 
breakfast and includes sports cars has 
to be a good day. 
 
With the arrival of spring any day now, 
you have no excuse to leave your MG 
in hibernation.  Bizarrely, the bulk of the 
MG Car Club’s membership doesn’t 
ever attend an MG Car Club outing.  I 
can only assume that it ’s the 
embodiment of Groucho Marx’s 
approach: “I cannot be a member in a 
club that accepts members like myself.”  
 
If you’ve ever found yourself thinking 
“The club really ought to…” or “I’d sign 
up like a flash for…” then share your 
thoughts.  Like any other club, 
the MG Car Club is about its 
membership.  Your committee 
works hard to come up with 
outings and runs that are 
interesting, but we need your 
help. 
 
James Picture from: 

Club Run - 
merc visit 

17 Aug 2008 
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�CLUB CALENDACLUB CALENDA RR    

 

Next month – October  

What our participating MG member will get up to at the Indaba 
 
Country Tour, Lunch & Show:  To satisfy the numerous requests & suggestions that participants would like to 
“stretch their MG’s legs” we have arranged two tours, one to a lovely Country Restaurant and the other a Game 
Lodge Restaurant for lunch on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th.  Because seating is limited at both these venues it 
has been necessary to split all the delegates into two groups: 
On Friday Group-A will attend the Country Restaurant and Group-B will attend the Game Lodge Restaurant 
functions. 
On Saturday the groups will swap places so that Group-B will attend the Country Restaurant and Group-A will 
attend the Game Lodge Restaurant functions. 
The Country Restaurant is about 80 Km from the hotel and we will take the coastal scenic route. The Game 
Lodge is about 90 Km from the hotel. 
Where possible we will try to accommodate your preference for which group you would like to be in. However, 
please be understanding if we need to assign you to another group due to the venues limited seating and also 
the participants of the car events may have to attend the closer venue on the day they are participating 
Please remember to fill your tank or have sufficient fuel for a 200 Km round trip on Friday & Saturday. The clos-
est filling station to the hotel is the Total Summerstrand, 10 Admiralty Way, which is one road back from the ho-
tel, off Marine Drive & just over a Km from the hotel. 
Car Events: 
It is the duty of the committee from each centre to nominate entrants for the Concours d’ Etat. This event will be 
held in the Summerstrand Hotel grounds on Friday morning. The nominees will be notified during registration. 
The Concourse d’ Elegance, d’ Comique & Tops-only events will take place on Saturday morning also in the Ho-
tel grounds. Entries for these will be taken at the Indaba. 
The driving tests will take place on Sunday morning at the Auto Park (old Pick ‘n Pay Hypermarket) on the Old 
Cape Road, Hunters Retreat. You will require a RCL and will not be able to compete without one. 
We have made arrangements with Total Summerstrand Garage, at No. 10 Admiralty Way, for the competitors of 
the car events to have access to their Car-washing facilities and also their new hoist. They will provide a voucher 
for this no-charge service so please support them by refuelling there.  
 
Dear MG Indaba travellers 
  
In order for "The Breed" to have an account of the trip, events, highlights etc of the Indaba, you will each be 
asked to make a contribution of a section of the journey or proceedings ( a day or event) at the Indaba, and to 
submit these  together with photographs (where available) ASAP you return to Cape Town, to Leanne Hewitt, 
editor of The Breed. 
  
I hope to make particular effort to "pin you down" to a particular day, when we meet at the start, or better still - 
you can volunteer your services up front ! 
  
Regards Margie 

This month – September  

Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands  

 National Indaba in Port Elizabeth 

Thursday Veterans Run to Koeberg Power Station 

      10 

      6-10 

     25 

27 & 28  Whales & Wheels Car Show Hermanus 

….and the next month – November  

12 Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands  - Club History 60 years on 

16 Sunday Club Run– British Sports Car Tour 

27 Thursday Veterans Run to Bot-River with Overberg group 

28-30  King of the Mountain 

Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands  

Sunday Club Run– Brian Porter Rally (run as MG/Sunbeam/Morris/Jag event) 

Thursday Veterans Run to South African Air Force 

8 

12 

30 

  Classic Cars in the Bay (Hout Bay charity car show) 

19 Sunday 60th Anniversary Breakfast (TBC) 

24&25 Fri & Sat Worcester Wheels Festival, contact Naomi 082 428 9216 or wildbugg@telkomsa.net 
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Secretary’s Corner  
Submitted by:  Hildegarde Rich 

SOCIAL NEWSSOCIAL NEWS   

Veteran’s Run – September 25 th (Thursday) 
Veterans to visit Koeberg Power Station for an informative presentation and video.  Meet at Woodbridge 
Island, Milnerton at 10am.  To leave at 10.15am SHARP!  We will follow the Otto du Plessis Drive to Koe-
berg.  This should be a pleasant drive along the coastline and staying away from the freeways.  The route 
is approximately 24 km.  We are booked at the Melkbos Skerm Restaurant for lunch which is approx. 5 km 
from Koeberg Power Station.  The menu sounds exciting – 3 course Buffet Lunch “eat as much as you like” 
– tea/coffee included @ R65 per head.  Bring your own drinks (optional).  Glasses and ice will be provided.  
R5.00 per person corkage.  Secure and shady parking at venue – Hope to see you there! 
Contact persons: Bill ten Oever: 021 914 6102 / 082 695 2267  or  Jo Hitchcock : 021 939 3803 / 082 446 
1092 
 
..Next month  -  October  30 th  (Thursday) 
Veteran’s to visit the South African Air Force Museum at Ysterplaat Airforce Base.  Meet at Woodbridge 
Island, Milnerton at 09.30.  No Charge for the visit but donations will be appreciated.  Lunch will be at a 
venue in the Durbanville area.  Contact persons:  Peter Flowers 078 639 0151 or Jo Hitchcock 082 446 
1092 or 021 939 3803 
 
….And the next month - November 27 th   (Thursday)  
We are invited to join the Overberg Veterans group on a run to Bot-River.  Frank Peche will report on the 
details.  Contact persons:  Jo Hitchcock 082 446 1092 or 021 939 3803 
 
A note from Jo … and applies to all members attendi ng ANY event: 
 
Should you not be able to attend a run when booked, please contact me in good time in order to cancel.  It 
saves us waiting unnecessarily.  It is also embarrassing to arrive at a venue with a number of people less 
than what we’ve originally booked for.  If a set menu, we are expected to pay for those who do not arrive.  
Your co-operation will be appreciated. 

Birthdays in September  
 
2    Gertie Montauban 
3    William Claydon 
4    Leslie Joubert 
5    Ian Glass,  Helen Wright 
9    Christo Grovè 
11  Derrick Smith,  Jeanette van Heerden,  
Peter Rademan 
12  Dennis Wolff 
13  Jenny Armstrong 
14  Wally Killops 
15  Richard Ratcliffe 
16  Alice von Zeil 
18  Viv James, David Knott,  
Lionel Baird 
19  Roger Davis,  Adrian Morris 
21  Bugs Crighton 
22  Beverley Frew,  John van 
Rooyen 
26  Bokkie Markus 
27  Desirè Groenewald,  Reine Ackermann 
28  Brian Dallimore 
29  Erica van Riet 
30  Celia Baylis 

New member: 
#1203  Adrian Morris, 35 Finsbury Avenue, Newlands.  (Looking for an MG) 
#1204  Bruce See, 8 White Road, Rondebosch.  1967 MGB & 2002 MGF 
Maureen & Peter James From 1 September ty-cylch@saarp.co.za  will be discontinued. We will be at  
ty-cylch@telkomsa.net from now on. 

Birthdays in  
October  
 
1    Mary Buxton For-
man,  Dick Kruisinga 
2    Joyce Roy,  David 
Wesson 
3    Ian Jay 
4    Tony Frew 
7    Philip Hitchcock 

Picture from: 
Club Run - 
merc visit 

17 Aug 2008 

“New Scientist magazine reported that in the future, cars could be powered by hazelnuts. That’s encourag-
ing, considering an eight-ounce jar of hazelnuts costs about nine dollars. Yeah, I’ve got an idea for a car 
that runs on bald eagle heads and Faberge eggs.” 
Jimmy Fallon  
“If you think nobody cares if you’re alive, try missing a couple of car payments.” 
Earl Wilson  
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Obituary’s for members lost  
Submitted by:  Brian Hogg 

CHARLES BARRY MORTON      9/1/26 - 27/7/08  
  
With the passing of Barry we lost one of Nature's true gentlemen and an elder of the old car movement. 
Barry died peacefully on Sunday 27th July shortly after suffering a stoke which left him in a coma. That he 
lived to the age of 82 years was amazing as on his return from serving in a tank regiment in Italy during 
WW !! he was diagnosed with TB, a condition for which there was no real cure in these days. 
He was admitted to Wynberg Military Hospital where curious and Barry-like he read the medical folder at 
the foot of his bed - it was not good news. Later when the doctor did his rounds, Barry asked him for the 
prognosis, the doctor replied "Mr Morton, you are doing fine" to which Barry responded "Then why does my 
folder say that I'm going to kick the bucket ?". Obviously he didn't but he did suffer severe lung damage 
which reduced him to a single cylinder for the rest of his life. This did not deter him from enjoying Gauloise 
ciggies for the next 50 years. 
Barry was a Chairman of the AARC (Amateur Automobile Racing Club) which later became the Western 
Province Motor Club, served on the committee of the Crank Handle Club and was a founder member of the 
MG Car Club of South Africa in 1948 and more recently served on the committee of the MG Car Club Cape 
Town Centre. He owned a TC from new which was his daily transport during the week and was stripped of 
mudguards, running boards etc at the week ends when he regularly took part in races, sprints and hill 
climbs (see page 7 of the MG Car Club in Cape Town history book - photo of Barry at 90 mph at Gunner's 
Circler in 1949). The TC was swopped for a Squire which he "found" in Ceres, the Squire was also regu-
larly raced. 
It was Barry's contention that, in this life, we are not really the owners of these exotic machines but are, for 
the mean time, merely the custodians so it will be that the Bentley and the TC will remain at permanent 
memorials to Barry. 
Barry was the comsumate gentleman and ever the good natured pragmatist. We will miss the ready smile, 
the practical good advice that was always available for the asking, the ever ready hospitality, the unhesitat-
ing offer of a cup of coffee (with a dash of salt) or the inevitable offer of a glass of wine. 
Condolences to Shafiq, Angela, Neil, Caroline, Julia, Mary, Nicholas and families. 
Brian Hogg and Ron Peffers.    
  
BRIAN PATRICK MILLER  2/9/42 - 29/7/08  
  
Brian Miller was a (large) larger than life character whose very presence seemed to encourage laughter 
and bonhomie. 
When I first met Brian he owned a 1920s 20/25 Rolls Royce with a boat tail body, the car was inevitably full 
of children and it appeared for years on the ads for the Constantia Nek restaurant (where the Crankhandle 
Club held their montly meetings). He then bought an MGA and joined the MG Car Club in 1979 and there-
after he and Gaylene were regulars at all the club's events. His favourite event was the 1980 National 
Gathering at Cintsa where many longterm friendships were made. Shortly afterwards he added a 1980 
MGB roadster to his collection. I think that the main reason was to be able to accomodate their two young 
boys in the "back seat" which did not exist in the MGA, it might have also been that the B offered a bit more 
space for the driver and passanger!!!!!!!  
Who can ever forget the Millers as the final stop on the Safari Suppers when Brian and Gaylene laid on the 
most superb array of puddings (for which theyalways refused to accept payment) and at these occa-
sions how could we forget Brian pumping the pedals on his pianola and belting out the words of the 
"golden oldies" in a voice that possibly was lacking a bit of operatic training !!!!!!!!   In addition to their gen-
erousity to the club, Brian and Gaylene were forever assisting "waifs and strays" of all ages and I am sure 
that the true depths of their philanthropic actions will never be known. 
On their move from Monte Vista lack of garaging etc dictated that the collection be reduced so only the 
MGB was retained and is still in the family to date but will now be up for sale. Brian was always inter-
ested in old cars and had an elderly Chev before the Rolls, and was also keen collector of antiques (and 
pionalas) but was not a very mechanically minded guy and had an immense admiration for those members 
who worked on their own cars, especially the lady members. 
Not a small person, when we had to contribute for the plastic chairs at the Clubhouse, Brian contributed to 
two chairs so that he could put the chairs together to avoid a single chair collapsing under him. 
If I had to supply an epitaph for my dear friend Brian Miller it would be "He made us laugh" 
Sincere condolances to Gaylene, Andrew, Timothy and families.          
Brian Hogg 

Two British traffic patrol officers from North Berwick, east of Edinburgh, were involved in an unusual incident, while checking for speeding motor-
ists on the A1 Great North Road. 
One of the officers (who are not named) used a hand-held radar device to check the speed of a vehicle approaching over the crest of a hill, and 
was surprised when the speed was recorded at over 300mph.  The machine then stopped working and the officers were not able to reset it. 

The radar had in fact locked onto a NATO Tornado fighter jet over the North Sea, which was engaged in a low-flying exercise over the Borders 
district. 

Back at police headquarters the chief constable fired off a stiff complaint to the RAF Liason Office.  Back came the rply in true laconic RAF style. 
“Thank you for your message, which allows us to complete the file on this incident.  You may be interested to know that the tactical computer in 
the Tornado had automatically locked on to your “hostile radar equipment” and sent a jamming signal back to it.  Furthermore, the Sidewinder air-
to-ground missiles aboard the fully-armed aircraft had also locked on to the target.  Fortunately the Dutch pilot flying the Tornado responded to 
the missile status alert intelligently and was able to override the automatic protection system before the missile was launched.”  
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Club Run - Graham van Heerden’s Merc Collection  
on Sunday 12 August 2008  
Submitted by:  Rafi Weiner 

Sunday the 17th August 2008 produced a magnificent end of winter’s day in Cape Town.  The perfect day for a 
Club ride. 
 
With anticipation I dragged my car out from under its duvet where it had been sleeping for the last couple of 
months and actually managed to get the thing going before giving it a good cleaning.  I had felt quite guilty after 
having read our chairperson’s editorial in the last issue of The Breed, where he made the point of urging us to 
get out and drive our cars.  Let’s face it, what’s the point of owning them? And I’m just as guilty as everybody 
else. 
 
I counted about 20 cars at our Waterfront meeting point, including a Sunbeam Alpine and an old Jaguar XJ6, 
identical to the one my father had.  We left the Waterfront and drove along the N1, led by a magnificent red 
MGA.  This car is a spectacular example of the marque.  I still remember the dark ages of the MG Car Club 
when there was a strict order in which the cars were arranged on a Club run.  The oldest cars set the pace with 
the late models bringing up the rear.  In those days the members who drove “newer” cars, like myself, were to-
tally marginalised.  A member knew his place in the pecking order and drove where he belonged.  New mem-
bers, like myself, were not treated too well, particularly when arriving in a MGB, albeit before the existence of the 
rubber bumpered anathema.  Thank goodness the caste system was all done away with, but the psychological 
damage remains.  Having said that, I was proud to be led by the MGA, despite the presence of a truly magnifi-
cent British racing green MGTF amongst us.  
 
The drive was superb and we meandered along some fabulous roads, which, I confess, I didn’t even know ex-
isted.  On reaching Durbanville we were brought to a stop by our leader to allow the stragglers to catch up.  We 
waited for quite a while when the rumour eventually circulated that we had lost two or three cars along the way.   
  
We gathered outside Graham Van Heerden’s business premises where he has built a garage to contain his Mer-
cedes collection. Not really a “garage” but rather a “shrine” would be a better word to describe the place.  Gra-
ham is totally passionate about his collection and devotion to Mercedes.  He is president of the Mercedes Club 
of South Africa and is willing to share his knowledge and his collection with other enthusiasts.  Graham’s garage 
is the ultimate in automotive pampering. You’ll get the idea if you imagine parking your MG in your lounge with 
your spouse giving you carte blanche to do the interior decorating.  
 
He owns around 34 Mercs, all of which are in tip-top condition with some having only covered very little mileage.  
Whilst some are highly collectable, particularly those from the early 50’s, others are more mundane. Although 
you won’t find 540K or a Gullwing here, his collection represents a cross-section of the marque from the early 
50’s until the 90’s.  For example, I noticed a beautiful a 1983 W126, 380SE with only 31 000 kilometers on the 
clock!  Indeed, there is an eclectic array of other low mileage “time warp” vehicles to be seen.  His garage is also 
a sanctuary of all sorts of Mercedes automobilia, including a lit showcase displaying in excess 500 mini-mercs.  
 
Graham explained to us that every car in the collection is driven each month and is “good to go” at any time.  He 
does all the maintenance himself, except for the major work, which is done by a retired service manager from 
Orbit Motors. Graham emphasised the importance of driving his cars and not letting them sitting around like mu-
seum pieces.  He declared that, “if a car doesn’t drive then it has no place in my collection”.  (T-type owners - 
take note) 
 
Now, my opinion of Merc’s is that they’re solid, well engineered, dependable and built to last. Sort of like my 
mother in law.  I speak from experience, not because I have a mother in law but because I have owned several 
of these cars over the years.  I must also have to be careful what I say because I own a pristine 1985 230 CE 
Coupé and I enjoy membership of the Mercedes Benz Club, although when this goes to print my membership 
will probably be revoked. 
 
After drooling over Graham’s collection we drove around the corner to the Avocado restaurant where Graham 
joined us for great lunch.  The food was superb and the restaurant really went out of their way to accommodate 
us. 
 
On leaving the restaurant I took a wrong turn and 
ended up on a marvelous stretch of roadway which 
took my 13 year old son Robbie and I in the general 
direction of Cape Town.  Of course, like any normal 
parent I have tried to educate him about Classic 
Cars instead of the drivel that he learns at school. 
 
It was a wonderful way to spend a morning and if I 
had any complaint it was the fact that, with perfect 
conditions, an interesting venue followed by a won-
derful lunch, only 18 MG’S turned up despite our 
membership of around 300 MG’s.  I guess our T-
Types are now too delicate to be exposed to the 
atmosphere. 
 
I am not really sure who is responsible for organis-
ing this run but our thanks and appreciation goes to 
them. 
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1943 Guide to Hiring Women  
Submitted by:  Derek Hitchcock 

The following is an excerpt from the July 1943 issue of Transportation Magazine.  This was written for male 
supervisors of women in the work force during World War 2. 
 
Eleven Tips on Getting More Efficiency Out of Women Employees:  There’s no longer any question 
whether transit companies should hire women for jobs formely held by men.  The draft and manpower 
shortage has settled that point.  The important things now are to select the most efficient women available 
and how to use them to the best advantage. 
 
Here are eleven helpful tips on the subject from Western Properties: 
 
1. Pick young married women.  They usually have more of a sense of responsibility than their unmar-

ried sisters, they’re less likely to be flirtatious, they need the work or they wouldn’t be doing it, they 
still have the pep and interest to work hard and to deal with the public efficiently. 

2. When you have to use older woment, try to get ones who have worked outside the home at some 
time in their lives.  Older women who have never contacted the public have a hard time adapting 
themselves and are inclined to be cantankerous and fussy.  It’s always well to impress upon older 
women the importance of friendliness and courtesy. 

3. Genearal experience indicates that “husky” girls—those who are just a little on the heavy side– are 
more even tempered and efficient than their underweight sisters.  

4. Retain a physician to give each woman you hire a special physical examination—one covering fe-
male conditions.  This step not only protects the property against the possibilities of lawsuit, but re-
veals whether the employee-to-be has any female weaknesses which would make her mentally or 
physically unfit for the job. 

5. Stress at the outset the importance of time the fact that a minute or two lost here and there makes 
serious inroads on schedules.  Until this point is gotten across, service is likely to be slowed up. 

6. Give the female employee a definite day-long schedule of duties so that they’ll keep busy with out 
bothering the management for instructions every few minutes.  Numerous properties say that woman 
make excellent workers when they have their jobs cut out for them, but that they lack initiative in fin-
ing work themselves. 

7. Whenever possible, let the inside employee change from one job to another at some time during the 
day.  Women are inclined to be less nervous and happier with change. 

8.  Give every girl an adequate number of rest periods during the day.  You have to make some allow-
ances for feminine psychology.  A girl has more confidence and is more efficient if she can keep her 
hair tidied, apply fresh lipstick and wash her hands several times a day. 

9. Be tactful when issuing instructions or in making criticisms.  Women are often sensitive, they can’t 
shrug off harsh words the way men do.  Never ridicule a woman—it breaks her spirit and cuts off her 
efficiency. 

10. Be reasonably considerate about using strong language around women.  Even though a girl’s hus-
band or father may swear vociferously, she’ll grow to dislike a place of business where she hears too 
much of this. 

11. Get enough size variety in operator’s uniforms so that each girl can have a proper fit.  This point can-
not be stressed too much in keeping woman happy. 

Pictures from:  Club Run - Merc visit 
17 Aug 2008 
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Minutes of the MG Car Club General Meeting  

Held on 09 July, 2008  

General Meeting Minutes – August 2008 
 
Robin Rich welcomed members and guests. 
 
Brian Hogg spoke (affectionately and well) of Brian Miller and Barry Morton, MG Car Club members who 
had passed away recently. 
 
Chairman: James Reinhardt 
There was a great deal of discussion regarding the club’s preparedness (or otherwise) to provide a small 
measure of financial support for campaigning Hedgehog (T type based single seater special).  This will be 
the topic of a vote at the October meeting. 
 
The chairman provided feedback to the meeting that legal opinion was that there was no possible liability 
on the club if the club provided assistance to a member (or members) and said members were injured 
while participating in motor sport. 
 
Some details were provided of the British Classic Sports Cars Tour – Limpopo and Mpumalanga (Northern 
Transvaal and NE Transvaal.)  2 nights in Kruger Park.  Max entry 25 cars, less than 300km per day total 
distance.  Contact Steve Eden, 082 372 8740 or edens@absamail.co.za 
 
MG Club brochures were made available for members wishing to publicise the Club and its activities. 
 
Some information regarding a steam powered land speed record attempt on a record which has stood 
since 1906.  
 
The Triumph Sports Car Club Karting Challenge was discussed. 
 
A venue has been confirmed for a gymkhana!  Engen One Stop truck park, N1 outgoing.  Date TBC. 
 
Social:  
August 17 – Mercedes Benz Collection in Durbanville.  “Kronenhof " 
42 Queen Street, Durbanville.  Lunch at Avocado.  Depart Waterfront Caltex Service Station at 10:30 to 
arrive at Kronenhof at 11:30. 
 
Oct 19 – 60th Anniversary Breakfast.  The Range, Tokai.  Near la Colombe.  buffet breakfast at 9:30.  
(Approx R75 a head.)  Champagne 8:30 at Signal Hill. 
 
 
Spares 
Following an email which was received the possibility of a “Fixing Your Wagon” section was mooted for the 
Breed.  Workshops and workshop hints. 
 
Publications:  
Caption Competition – captions were ad-
judged but the author of the winning entry 
was not present to claim an evening’s 
free drinking. 
 
Secretarial: 
New member – Adrian Morris (Sunbeam) 
 
Cup of the Month: 
Chris and Karin Champion for hosting a 
well-received garage meet. 
 
Peter Flowers chaired a quiz which he 
had organised featuring questions on 
MG’s, cars in general and items of gen-
eral knowledge. 
 
The meeting was attended by 44 mem-
bers and 2 guests, of which 3 were in 
MG’s. 

Picture from: 
1960’s sent in by Stewart Woodcock 
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Register Meet—Rusty Crowhurst - 20 August 2008  
Submitted by:  James Reinhardt 

I have long held the notion that there is no such thing 
as enough.  Especially when it comes to power.  So 
news of Rusty Crowhurst’s plan to bolt an aircraft en-
gine into a motor car struck a chord.  The term 
“aircraft engine” is an imprecise one, at one end of the 
spectrum are the wheezy, asthmatic engines that get 
bolted onto micro-lights.  That’s fine if your idea of an 
aircraft resembles most people’s notion of a paper 
dart.  But if your taste in aircraft tends more to the 
chocks away, tumult in the skies, tally-ho old chap, 
bandits at 3 o’clock, burst of the old Browning end of 
the spectrum, one requires a large engine.  And that is 
precisely what Rusty is working with.  And maybe, just 
maybe, Rusty is proving that while there is no such 
thing as enough, nothing succeeds like excess. 
 
Any more than twelve cylinders is just showing off, so although some engine designers have opted for 
more, the Rolls-Royce Merlin engine settled on a round dozen.  Each cylinder has a little over 2,000cc ca-
pacity, to give a total of 27 litres.  Power is in the region of 650 horse power (that’s around 480 kW) and 
torque is a generously adequate 2,000 Newton metres.  Or 2 Newton kilometers.  Everything about the 
engine is on a truly epic scale – it weighs 800 kilograms and has four brass carburetors each of which is 
about the size of an old-fashioned carriage lamp.  The thermostat housing is the size of a small kettle.  Fuel 
economy?  Get real!  With an engine like this, fuel economy is not part of the deal.  Fuel consumption, on 
the other hand, is. 
 
I don’t expect that Rusty will be too concerned with how fast that enormous engine is sucking the planned 

200 litre fuel tank dry; he will be too busy trying to prevent the 
car from killing him.  The reciprocating masses in the engine 
are enormous.  So much so, that an injudicious blip of the throt-
tle is likely to flip the car upside down.  (Rusty did not say 
whether a second blip would flip the car the right way up again, 
but what an excellent way of intimidating yobs at traffic lights 
that would be!)  A gentle pull away is necessary to avoid wheel-
spin until the car is up to speed.  Rusty expects that things will 
start to calm down to a panic somewhere around 150 miles per 
hour.  (That’s around 240 km/h.)  Assuming that Rusty can find 
tyres of a suitable size, and also assuming that he can avoid 
turning them into clouds of expensive smoke, the next piece of 
excitement will be hoping that the radial speed of the 22 inch 
wheels doesn’t turn the tyres into hard rubber shrapnel. 
 
Rusty provided a superb morning’s entertainment.  He has 
done an enormous amount of research for this project and ap-
pears to have thought things through in some detail.  His ap-
proach is a delightful blend of hours spent trawling the Internet 
for information, conferring with experts and a large dollop of 
“well, let’s see what happens”.  The man is charming, a gifted 
raconteur and passionate about his project.  Of course he is 
also absolutely, utterly, barking mad.   
 
Wonderful man, there should be more like him. 
 

Caption competition from the photo’s above : 
  
"The Guy on the left does not believe that 
Rusty's Transmission choice can han-
dle that Crankshaft Connection ??"  
  
Stewart Woodcock will buy a Drink at Club 
Meet for the first member to name the guy on 
the left, and whether the feeling was YES or 
NO ! 
  
Rules:-    Stewart must be present at the Club 
Meet. 

Picture from:1960’s sent in by  
Stewart Woodcock … spot the MGA 
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Correspondence  

Dear Editor, 
I wrote my first and last letter to the Editor late last year on the subject of the Club's proposed involvement with 
running a racing car project. At a subsequent General Meeting the then Chairman asked for a show of hands to 
determine the level of enthusiasm in such a project, it was roundly and soundly defeated with only five or six 
members being in favour. The then Chairman then advised that an entirely separate group would be founded to 
pursue the proposal so it was with some surprise that the subject was raised again albeit with an MG special and 
a major financial involvement from a member. 
Whilst I commend Chairman James' initiatives and enthusiasm to revitalise the Club I must reiterate my state-
ment at the August General Meeting that I strongly believe that it is totally wrong for the Club to become in-
volved and to use Club funds to subsidise a racing programme. When I raised the matter with Chairman James 
some weeks ago he replied; quote  " In short, MGCC is not subsidising anybody's foray into motorsport" so I was 
somewhat taken aback when he asked me to be involved with a sub committee to vet the Club's expenses that 
could be incurred by the racing programme. I refused and asked him to clarify the situation at the August Gen-
eral Meeting, hence this letter. 
Whilst there may well be insurance/liability implications, my main objection is that Club funds should not be put 
into ANY venture in which not all members can actively participate also that this particular proposal is contrary to 
the  intent of the constitution of our Club. I was deeply involved in at least two updates/revisions to the Constitu-
tion and so can say with absolute conviction that no such activity was remotely contemplated. I do concede that 
if one wished to twist the wording of the objects espoused in the constitution (a la OJ Simson lawyers) it could be 
technically construed that such an activity could be possible as could a great many other unintended activities. 
It is evident to me that a great many members, including I understand, the Trustees of the Club, are opposed to 
such an enterprise so I would recommend that the suggestion of an entirely separate group be revisited which 
can raise the necessary funds for the project and presumably enjoy some measure of participation.  It should 
therefore be entirely up to the individual member as to whether he/she supports the project. Should the Club 
wish to grant some measure of sponsorship as distinct from subsidy to this project and/or any other group or 
persons who wish to further the name of MG by campaigning a racing programme in future, then that could be 
raised as a specific proposal at a relevant Club meeting after having been vetted by the Trustees.     
             Yours sincerely, Brian Hogg. 
 
Dear Editor 
One of your members stated that according to the traffic department if the serial number (production date) on 
your tyre is older than 5 years this will make the tyres illegal.  
This is completely not true and not according to the SABS TREDCO manual which is used by the Traffic depart-
ment. I think the traffic official wasn’t informed properly.  
 
What product to use to clean the sidewalls for show purposes.  
- Winn’s dash cleaner which has a silica base.  
- Also at your Midas outlets there is products available which were formulated for this use. Please no shoe pol-
ish.  
Tyre sizes  
Size OD Comments  
155R15 630 not available,  165R15 646 available from Dunlop and Mabor,  175R14 634 available from Dunlop 
and Firestone,  165R14 622 not available,  165/70R14 588 available from Continental  
Kind Regards  
Anton Geyer  
Continental Tyre SA (Pty) Ltd 
 
KNYSNA CAR SHOW - GARDEN ROUTE MOTOR CLUB 
 
Saturday 2nd May 2009 
Loerie Park, George Rex Drive 
 
For further details, contact Roger on 044 5335357 or email rwdavis@telkomsa.net  
Or Barry on 044 3871303 or email barrygig@telkomsa.net 
I know it is a long way off, but I would love the MG club members to diarise for next year. 
More information will be sent closer to the time. 
   Kind regards   Roger. 
 
When club members attend rallies and the coming PE Indaba,  rally numbers are supplied to attach to the doors 
and body of one's car.  They can be a devil to affix  straight and even worse to detach after the rally is over. 
  
Sponsors obviously want their products displayed and deserve to have their wares advertised. 
  
Because we were not keen to possibly spoil Emmy's duco, we managed to source a helpful supplier of flexible 
magnetic board on to which to stick the rally numbers and sponsor's names The "board" then magnetises on to 
the doors and body without any further botheration, cancelling any traumas when trying to detach them after the 
Indaba is over. 
  
Caren at Magnetech (0861 624638) proved to be a great help and sent our "board" post haste to Napier in order 
for there to be time for the attachments to be affixed. Both the price and the postal costs were reasonable so the 
service is more than highly recommended. 
 Maureen & Peter James with TF (Modern) CS6722 
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Notes from your Breed editor  
Submitted by:  Leanne Hewitt 

Congratulations to Roger Davis on winning the August caption contest.  Stewart Woodcock was the only 
person to submit for August so by default he wins, please turn to page 8 for your caption competition, thank 
you Stewart for adding a new twist. 
 
As Rafi mentioned in his write up about our club run we had a few issues with separation on the drive to 
Graham.  Although as he says the MG car club does not seem to follow the “oldest to youngest” car tradi-
tion any more it is rather an important one for two reasons.  Firstly the older cars need to set the pace and 
secondly if they have any problems the younger cars are probably more equipped to tow.   
 
I then looked up convoy driving on the internet and found these points to keep in mind for future ... 
 
“Before departing hold a drivers meeting and give each driver a printout of the route turn by turn with 
odometer reading.  Review the road rules. Assign someone with a cell phone to be the sweeper.  
 
Generally speaking only eight or ten cars can make it through a traffic light before it changes. If your con-
voy is larger than ten, it is best to break it down into separate convoys with a different leader and sweeper.  
 
Watch the car behind you. If he slows down, you slo w down. As the leader sees the car behind him 
slowing down, it is his cue to slow down also.  
 
If the convoy gets separated, the group leader will proceed until he can find a safe place to pull over and let 
the rest of the convoy catch up. If your section of the convoy gets separated, do not foolishly speed to 
catch up.  
 
Use common sense. Drive as though you are an individual following a planned route and map, rather than 
a participant of a group. Please take a few minutes to review you itinerary before the trip, and locate the 
roads on your map or atlas. Our objective is first and foremost a safe and pleasant drive; traveling/arriving 
together, while nice, is secondary.”  
 
Here is wishing every one a fantastic September and that Spring will indeed sproing.   
Regards Leanne 

Some while ago, I saw a car driving around town stating “This car is running on water” so, wanting to find 
out more about this I Googled the information and found thousands of sites selling the plans for you to 
build a water to gas gizmo. Unfortunately, there are even more sites saying that it is a scam, similar to fit-
ting magnets to your fuel line or fitting exhaust boosters. (Remember the Peco exhaust booster that in-
creased your mileage by 20%). Some people actually said that the Peco worked! 
 
The theory of its operation is as follows. If you place two electrodes in a litre of water and connect the volt-
age from the car battery across them, you will split the water (H20) atoms into their original gaseous parts. 
i.e. 2 parts of hydrogen and 1 part of oxygen. These gases are then fed into the air cleaner or inlet manifold 
of the engine and the hydrogen, together with the oxygen, mix with the incoming air and petrol supposedly 
giving a larger explosion. Well that is the theory! Where the system falls down is in the amount of hydrogen 
and oxygen, generated by the contraption, being infinitesimal when compared to the huge quantities of air, 
that contains both hydrogen and oxygen, that is being gulped down by an internal combustion engine. 
 
Let us take a standard 2 litre engine at 3 000 r.p.m.. At full throttle this consumes 3000 litres of air per min-
ute. The small amount of hydrogen and oxygen that can be generated by the gizmo within 60 seconds 
palls into insignificance when compared to this. 
 
The manufacturers of the unit state that because you are now feeding both hydrogen and oxygen into the 
engine, you must lean out your mixture to compensate. This of course will make any engine use less fuel 
without installing their gizmo in the first place! Unfortunately leaning out your mixture does make the engine 
run hotter leading to burnt valves and worse, so it is not to be recommended. 
 
The best way to get economy out of your car is to fit a heavier spring to your accelerator pedal, drive bare-
foot, do not rev your engine and change into a higher gear when the engine reaches 3 000 r.p.m. or 
sooner. The other way is to pretend that there is an egg on the accelerator pedal and you do not want to 
break it. 

The H20 Car Story  
Submitted by:  Roger Davis  
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For a wholesome meal 
with fast and friendly service 

Visit our restaurants at 

Rosmead Avenue, Claremont         Main Road, Claremont 

               6710622       6832669                 
Voortrekker Road, Goodwood       Voortrekker Road, Parow 

               5917561                                       9395935

TraX Interconnect (Pty) Ltd 
SABS ISO 9002 

 

Contact us for your through hole plated printed circuit 
boards 

     Cape Town  
Factory and Sales 
    Frank Ellis 
Tel: 021 712-5011 
Fax: 021 712-5798 

Johannesburg 
Monica Darmanovic 
Tel: 011 646-9341 
Fax: 011 646-5504  

 

          Durban  
       Shirley Jones 
    Tel: 031 52-5939 
    Fax: 031 562-8988 

 

PARKADE 
JEWELLERS  ~  WATCHMAKERS 

since 1961 
 
 

REPAIR SPECIALISTS 
Watches ~ Clocks ~ Jewellery 

 
Stewart Woodcock 

 
Parkade Mall (Pick 'n Pay)     
56 Strand Street                           Tel/Fax: 021-4191977  

   Cape Town 8001                           Mobile: 084-7027785                 

Classically British  
 

Car Parts and Accessories 
 

Specialising in MG, Triumph, Classic Mini and Morri s Minor Spares 
 

NEW!   We now stock a range of service parts for th e modern MG TF 
 

Parts catalogues available 
 

Please visit our website for stock offers and new p roducts 
 

Www.classically-british.com  email:info@ classicall y-british.com 
 

Phone: Peter Flowers 021 975 4475  or 078 639 0151 
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