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FROM THE CHAIR �
In a recent Breed the MG Car Club was 
encouraged to reawaken its competitive side.  
At the May general meeting, Derek Hitchcock 
presented his plan for an MG Master Drivers 
competition, to run over a number of 
disciplines, with a handicapping system that 
would confer an advantage on older 
members driving older cars.  If you happen to 
own a pre-War MG you can confidently 
expect a bidding war to break out for your 
car, as silver- (or sparsely-) haired members 
of a Certain Age with a strong competitive 
streak see the advantages in owning your 
car. 
 
Staying with the theme of competition, the 
Cape Centre has been approached to assist 
with the custodianship of a single seater 
racing special based on bits borrowed from 
various T-types.  The car has racing 
provenance of a sort, in that it was taken to a 
race practice, broken and returned home, 
where, over some 40 years or so, a hedge 
grew around the car, earning it the name 
“Hedgehog”.  Discussions are under way to 
get the car to Cape Town.  If these 
discussions bear fruit, we will see Hedgehog 
taking part in race events and hillclimbs as a 
publicity exercise for the club. 
 
Despite my heartfelt and oft-expressed wish 
that monthly meetings whither away due to 
lack of interest, because everybody gets their 
fill of MG’s between garage meets, veterans’ 
runs and monthly runs, there is no sign of my 
wish being granted.  That being so, your 
committee has been hard at work trying to 
make the monthly meetings as interesting as 
possible, with a range of speakers and 
events lined up for the coming months.  This 
month we had a talk on dyno-tuning from 
Hammy and Herman from Mace Engineering.  
Over the next three months we will have a 
gluhwein evening, a talk from a 
representative of Continental tyres and a quiz 
evening.  Remember too that meetings now 
begin at 7 pm. 
 
Please ensure that your email and cell phone 
details are correct in the members list.  We 
intend to increase our use of email and SMS 
as a way of communicating with members in 
the future.   
 
Finally, your club’s committee is still short of 
a secretary and the ex-officio post of club 
historian.  If you feel that you have the skills 
necessary to help out, your club needs you. 
 
Happy MotorinG 
 
James 

JUNE  2008 
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�CLUB CALENDACLUB CALENDA RR    

 
 

 

This month – June  

 

Next  month – July  

11 Wednesday 19h00 General Meeting at the Clubhouse in Pinelands - Gluhwein Evening!!!  

14 Saturday Club Run Dyno Day (see details below on this page) 

26 Thursday Veterans Run Butterfly World in Klapmuts (see details on page 3) 

….and the next month – August  

9 Wednesday 19h00 - General Meeting at Clubhouse - Guest speaker from Continental tyres  

12 Saturday Club Run Mid Winter Wine Tour (see details below on this page) 

31 Thursday Veterans Run to Villiersdorp (see details on page 3) 

  Triumph Club Karting event - Kenilworth date & details TBC 

13 Sunday Garage Meet (details on this page) 

Wednesday 19h00—General Meeting at the Club House in Pinelands 

Sunday Club Run—Mercedes Benz Collection 

Thursday Veterans Run to Riebeek Kasteel (see details on page 3) 

      13 

      17 

     28 

Club Run – June 14 th  (Saturday) 
 
Ever looked at runners training on a treadmills and laughed at them puffing, panting and sweating to go 
nowhere?  Well here’s your chance to put your car through the same treatment.  Following on from the in-
terest in dynamometer tuning at the May general meeting, the June club run will take the form of a visit to 
Mace Engineering in Main Road Tokai. 
 
We will meet at 10:00 at Mace and you will have the opportunity to put your car on the rolling road to see 
just how much more power than standard it makes.  Or not, as the case may be.  You will also be able to 
see exactly how well tuned your car is, as the dynamometer is the perfect tool to highlight any flat spots in 
your car’s state of tune.  Garage lifts will also be available, so if you want to do some early polishing of 
chassis members before December’s show day, here is your big chance. 
 
Cost to take part is R50, and after the dyno runs are finished we will have a “bring and braai”.  Bring along 
such pieces of dead animal as you enjoy eating, plus whatever beverages – fermented or otherwise – you 
enjoy drinking. 
 
For more information, please contact James Reinhardt on 082 821 9157 or by email at 
james.reinhardt@worldonline.co.za. 
 
Club Run - July 12th (Saturday) 
 
Mid Winter Wine tour for Paarl.  Meet at Engen-One-Stop N1 at 09h00 to depart 09h30.  More details to 
follow in next months Breed.  Contact Leanne:  021 685 3360 / 083 703 8558. 
 
Garage Meet - July 13th (Sunday) 
 
There will be a  MGA garage meet at Chris & Karin Champions house on Sunday 13th July 2008.  @ 10am. 
Chris is busy building yet another twin cam! 
 
The address is:  7 Sun Valley Avenue 
                                Constantia. 
 
The attendance board will be passed around at our June & July meeting. 
George Davey. 
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Secretary’s Corner  
Submitted by:  Hildegarde Rich 

SOCIAL NEWSSOCIAL NEWS   

Veteran’s Run – June 26 th  (Thursday) 
 
Veterans to visit Butterfly world in Klapmuts, then on to Pot-Belly Restaurant for breakfast.  Meet at 09h00 
just off Race Course Road (blue gum trees) at the entrance to Durbanville Race Course (M13) to depart at 
09h15 sharp.  We shall travel via Wellington Road, the Main Road, through Durbanville on to the R302 to-
wards Paarl.  A special entrance fee of R15 will be charged instead of the normal R30 p.p.  Should you 
prefer to have coffee in the next door restaurant while others visit the butterflies, you are welcome to do so.  
We plan to depart at 10h15 for Pot-Belly to have breakfast at 10h45.   
 
Contact Andre Swanepoel:  084 582 2580 or Jo: 082 446 1092 / 021 939 3803 
 
Veteran’s Run – July 31 st  (Thursday) 
 
The Veterans from Cape Town will join up with the Overberg Group to visit Villiersdorp.  Visit will include 
Tractor Museum and lunch at Kelkiewyn.  Full details on meeting place, times etc next month.  Those inter-
ested from Cape Town to advise Jo Hitchcock 021 939 3803.  Overberg members to advise Frank Peche 

028 423 3018. 
 
Veteran’s Run – July 31 st  (Thursday) 
 
Veterans to visit Riebeek Kasteel.  Meet at the En-
gen-One-Stop on the N1 at 09h45 to leave at 
10h00.  On arrival, at approximately 11h00, we 
shall visit Het Vlok for olive tasting and the pur-
chasing of olive products.  At 12h15 we’ll be due 
for wine tasting at Allesverloren.  We are booked at 
the Bar-Bar Black Sheep Restaurant for 13h00.  
This sounds like and experience not to be missed.  
More details next month.  
 
Contact persons:  Brian Dallimore:  082 957 0704 
or Jo: 082 446 1092 / 021 939 3803 

Birthdays in June  
 
1st Tinus de Jongh 
2nd Priscilla Bromley 
5th Brigitte Parker 
6th Rosalie Plows 
7th Margie Gough 
10th Malcolm Dryden  
  & Stewart Woodcock 
12th Judy Cooke 
18th Tony Greenwood 
22nd June Whittaker 
25th Les Wilson 
26th Robin Rich 
29th John Roux  
    & Alister Colquhoun 
30th Philip Roux 

New Country Members ratified at General Meeting, 14th May : 
# 1200  Duncan & Cerina Hardie,  Hermanus.  1978 MGB Roadster. 
 
Please add in your Membership List: 
Buddy & Jenny Mockford.  Tel: 021 674 1949   Cell: 083 629 7880  Email: jenjen@iafrica.com. 
 
Amend: 
Patrick Coyne’s email address in Membership List:  pacman@kingsley.co.za 

Birthdays in July  
 
2nd George Stoddart 
3rd Mike Kahn 
5th Pam Saunders 
8th Joy Marais 
9th Nico Montauban 
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Minutes of the MG Car Club General Meeting  

Held on 14 May, 2008  

Robin Rich welcomed the membership for the evening. 
 
James Reinhardt provided an update on various items of interest including: 
· Details of the progress of ‘Motorists’ Paradise’ book by Bob Johnston and Derek Stuart-Findlay. 
· “Leonidis” a supercharged P-type special which was raced at Le Mans (as a P-type) before being ex-
ported to the USA where it was subsequently rebodied. 
· Upcoming track days. 
· The planned commencement of production of a new MG TF as well as a planned replacement for the 
TF. 
Rodger Webb in PE wants MG-related anecdotes for a brochure for the upcoming Indaba. 
 
The membership was reminded that nobody had taken the committee position of secretary or the ex officio 
position of club historian. 
 
Joan Parker was thanked for organising a security guard for club meetings. 
 
Detail was provided on the single seater special “Hedgehog” which has been offered for custodianship to 
the club. 
 
Veterans – Feedback on Veterans events was provided by Brian Hogg. 
 
Competition – Derek Hitchcock presented his plans for an MG Master Drivers League. 
 
Social – John Skaife run planned for Sunday 18th. 
 
Registers – Derek Hitchcock’s TD meet planned for 10:00 am on May 25 at 12 Leipoldt Street, Parow 
North.  Victims were requested for future garage meets, and Chris Champion stepped forward. 
 
Publications – Articles are always required.  Henceforth, closing date for submissions will always be the 
19th of the month. 
 
Secretarial – 1 ratification: - Duncan and Cerina Hardie from Hermanus 
 
Car for sale – Mark Lovell’s MGB roadster.  See for sale section in the Breed. 
 
Regalia – Jennifer Lock and Jo Hitchcock volunteered to take over the running of Regalia. 
 
Cup of the Month – Awarded to Bugs Crighton for his work in organising the John Skaife Run. 
 
Other Business – There was a request that a day other than the last Sunday of the month be used for ga-
rage meetings. 
A presentation on the use and techniques of dyno tuning was provided by Hammy and Herman of Mace 
Engineering.  The presentation was very well received and there were a number of questions from the 
floor. 
 



�������

5���7���!���.3������
�

Club Run - John Skaife to Tulbagh on Sunday 18 May 2008 
Submitted by:  Margie von Zeil 

To “B” or not to “B” ? 
 
The day didn’t dawn bright and sunny but at least the rain held off and about 26 participants in 14 cars set out on the 
run from N1 outgoing garage. 
Those of us able to, went out “topless” and the weather was perfect for this, for the 2008 John Skaife Run, which was 
very ably organised and run by Bugs and Val Crighton. 
 
Unfortunately the enjoyment of driving over Bainskloof pass and to a wonderful lunch in Tulbagh was not  “to B” for 
David Dent and not “to D” for John Mullen and Joan Parker, as a thermostat mishap early on the run put David out of 
the event, and John and Joan withdrew to assist him. 
 
However, in the case of George and Sandy Dommisse, the run was unexpectedly to “B”, having had to turn back in 
their “A” due to an overheating problem. So while finishing the run later, they were able to still enjoy it. 
 
A huge thank you to Val and Bugs for organising a wonderful run, with some crafty questions,  a few of which caught 
each and everyone out somewhere.  
 
One has to wonder why the event was a joint finish in first place between some of the “newer” and “younger” members 
of the club. ( relatively speaking of course…..)  
Could it be that we are just so keen and have good eyesight or could it be that everyone with any sense knows that 
winning the John Skaife Run means you have to ORGANISE it the next year ? 
 
The participants, their cars and their finishing positions are as follows: 

Particpants car Points out of possible 31 

Justin & Leanne Hewitt Midget 29 

George Davey & Margie von Zeil MGB 29 

Tony & Liz Greenwood TF modern 28 

Johan Kriek 1100 27 

Stewart Woodcock & navigator MGB GT 26 

George & Sandy Dommisse MGB 25 

John & Jennifer Lock TF modern 24 

Roy Engledow & navigator MGB 24 

Robin & Hildegarde Rich MGB GT 21 

Carole Engledow & Irene TF modern 21 

Philip & Jo Hitchcock MGB GT 20 

Mike & Rosalie Plows MGB GT 16 

John Mullen & Joan Parker MG TD Did not finish 

David Dent MGB Did not finish 
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Veterans Run - to Vredenheim on Thursday 26 April 2 008 
Submitted by:  Brian Dallimore 

It was a pleasant autumn day when we arrived at N1 Engin-One-Stop to meet up with 20 other enthusiastic veterans.  
Lester & Dinky in their newly acquired MGF, 1X MGA, 2X MGB Roadsters, 1X MGC GT, and a new MG TF and of 
course a plastic Bakkie, no names. 
 
We set off for Spiers Cheetah Park and I was asked to lead the way via Stellenbosch, unfortunately I got stuck in the 
slow lane, so Peter Flowers decided with a big smile that it was his chance to show off his “B”, but this was to be short 
lived, as soon as we had passed the last speed camera I put my foot on the big pedal and the 3 litre responded giving 
the convoy a clean pair of heals.  Its good to blow the cobwebs out of the exhaust manifold now and again.   
 
At Spier we wandered around the different enclosures to view the Cheetah’s, with some overseas visitor’s paying R180 
to go inside the enclosures to pet and take photo’s of these sleek cats.  They also have a Turkish Antolian Shepherd 
dog named Merlin, introduced to the park in 1998.  Local farmers have used them to protect sheep from wild dogs and 
even Cheetah’s and in Turkey wolves and bears. 
 
We departed at 11h45 for lunch at the Hudson Bistro on the Vredenheim Wine Estate, but firstly we had the pleasure 
of seeing Jonathan Maine’s collection of 4 wheeled cats named Jaguars, all in pristine condition, some even con-
course, 1X K150, 1X Etype 2+2, 1X 3.8 Saloon and 2X MK8’s.  He gave us a detailed talk on all of them and it was 
obvious that no money was spared on their re-builds, with beautiful walnut veneer on the MK8’s. 
 
The pub supplied the drinks and the lunch was in the “Hudson Bistro” named after a Hudson car that had been left 
there when they took over the establishment. 
 
We were 18 seated on a long table on the veranda looking onto a magnificent garden with the Stellenbosch mountains 
in the background.  While we waited for our meal we were treated to a sort of pita bread which went down well with the 
wine as by now we were pretty peckish.  We had a choice of three main courses and all of them were delicious, yum 
yum the smoked chicken was enormous and we must definitely go there again. 
 
Well I must thank Jo Hitchcock for organizing this run, but unfortunately had to cancel in the morning due to not feeling 
well, a pity because that was her last run for NOW as we have gone onto a roster system starting in May.  I phoned Jo 
and she’s well again and back to “safety first” and full speed.  See you next month ... 

The story of East London’s “Hedgehog”  
Submitted by:  James Reinhardt 

Mrs Tiggy Winkle Goes Motor Racing 
 
Once upon a time there was a little blue racing car.  It went vroom, vroom, splutter, splutter, cough, stop.  It wasn’t a 
happy little racing car.  So it went to sleep.  In a hedge.    
 
The end. 
 
Well, not quite.  Endings often have a way of turning out to be not the end of the story (although in the case of the 
dreadful Beatrix Potter parody above, ending is what a story needs most).  There really is a little blue racing car, a sin-
gle seater special based on various bits of T-type chassis and running gear.  The race car was built by Ronnie Shone 
in PE in 1959, did a grand total of three or four laps in practice for a race meeting and was then taken back home and 
parked and its owner never used it again. 
 
The 1960s, ‘70’s and 80’s came and went.  Over time, a hedge grew over the car, and rust took its predictable toll on 
the chassis.  The hedge also contributed to the car’s name “Hedgehog”.  Hedgehog now belongs to a museum in East 
London, but is in the custody of the PE MG Car Club, who have restored and recommissioned it and wish to see the 
car maintained and used as it was intended. 
 
So, subject to some administrative details being worked out, Hedgehog will spend part of its time in the Eastern Cape, 
and part of its time under the car of the Cape Centre, and will take part in one or two race meetings throughout the 
year, as a way of flying the MG flag in competitive motorsport and generating publicity for the club. 
 
And the real Mrs Tiggy Winkle?  She was an overly fussy hedgehog with an entirely misplaced faith in the restorative 
properties of tea. 
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Buccaneer Flight  
Submitted by:  Derek Hitchcock 

I must have taken off from Cape Town International Airport a 100 times and more on local and international flights. This 
time the anticipation was different. I was strapped into the seat of a Buccaneer, courtesy of some good fortune through 
a lucky draw at the SOS Children’s Village fund raising golf day in which I participated.  
 
On arrival at Thunder City, I was greeted by Ulf Spindler and my pilot on the day, Ian Pringle. Ian suggested a combi-
nation of mountain, sea and acrobatic flying – I could not have wished for more and Ian logged the flight plan accord-
ingly! In the Briefing Room, Ian gave instruction on the do’s and don’ts relating to our flight. Particular attention was 
given the ejection seat procedures – for obvious reasons. More instructions were given in the cockpit, as I was to 
“assist” with the transponder settings and radio frequencies during our flight. 
 
The weather on the day was fine as we waited for air traffic control to clear our take off into a moderate South Easter. 
Once airborne, we took a left turn over False Bay towards Sir Lowry’s Pass. The first difference between this aircraft 
and other light aircraft that I have experienced before is the sensation that it doesn’t ride on the wind – but rather cuts 
through it. Our pace was moderate as we approached the mountain, Ian calling for other aircraft in the vicinity to an-
nounce our arrival in the Buccaneer. Close to the Hottentot’s Holland Mountain we increased altitude and on the 
Steenbras Dam side we turned left towards Theewaterskloof Dam. Again Ian announced our arrival to other aircraft – 
this time the response came from a helicopter piloted by Mike Beachyhead. As the helicopter came into view, Ian 
“flicked” the Buccaneer to the left and in a split second we were flying inverted – the dam now visible through the top of 
the canopy. A few seconds later, another “flick” and we were flying with the plane’s belly facing earthwards. Awesome! 
Ian had the courtesy of checking on my well being, and because I loved it, many more barrel roles were to follow. 
  
Ian knows a spectacular route towards Worcester and the Brandvlei Dam – flying below the mountain tops on our left 
and right until we eventually popped up above the mountain range – the Buccaneer defying gravity and inducing some 
serious g-forces as Ian pulled off another spectacular barrel roll – the world below visible once again through the top of 
our canopy. 
 
From Worcester we headed for Hermanus. As we crossed the coast line, we decreased altitude, flying low over the sea 
and headed past Hermanus on our left. On route towards Gansbaai, Ian spotted a lonely cloud high above – within 
seconds we disappeared into the cloud – another barrel role and a few seconds later we were skimming the surface of 
the water yet again.  
 
We rounded the light house to the East of Gansbaai and headed straight across False Bay, flying low across the sea 
towards Cape Point light house. Visitors to Cape Point witnessed the Buccaneer do another barrel role as we headed 
skywards above the light house.  
Ian asked if I would like to experience a “half loop”. I agreed and soon discovered what he meant. We headed out to 
sea from Cape Point and from about 100 feet, Ian sent the jet skywards to an altitude of 11000 feet in just a few sec-
onds. We reached a velocity of 0.92 mach and pulled g-force of 4.6 during the manoeuvre. The force was so great that 
it pulled the mask off my face. It is impossible to accurately describe the feeling of g-force of this magnitude, suffice to 
say that you really feel incredibly heavy! As we reached the top of the loop, we were now obviously flying upside down, 
the most incredible view of the Cape Peninsula awaited as I looked backwards through the canopy. The moment 
seemed surreal as there is no more g-force to contend with; just the view. Moments before we were flying at a level 
below the light house – now we could see the entire Peninsula. This was certainly the highlight of a flight already full of 
highlights! 
 
Our flight then took us towards Hout Bay, Camps Bay and again out to sea – this time at higher altitude as Ian 
“targeted” some cargo ships, circulating around them for me to get a good view of them and they of our beautiful air-
craft.  
 
Our speed reduced as we approached the V&A and Ian piloted the Buccaneer around the front of Table Mountain and 
Devil’s Peak. We were heading back towards Cape Town International when Ian announced that we would be doing a 
fly-by. We approached the runway as you would for a normal landing, but with the landing gear tucked in. Just a few 
feet above the runway, we accelerated and turned to the right as we ascended over Thunder City below. As we circled 
towards the North, Ian released the landing gear and my flight with Ian and his Buccaneer ended with a perfect land-
ing.  
 
What a fantastic and unforgettable experience! 
 
My sincere thanks to Paul Senosi of SOS Children’s Village, Francois Smit of Shell Aviation, Ulf Spindler of Thunder 
City, Emilio Titus CEO of Thunder City and off course my pilot, Ian Pringle. 
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TEMPORARY SPEEDOMETER / ODOMETER 
Submitted by:  Roger Davis - Plettenberg bay 

When I was fixing up my R 5 grand MGB GT, I found that the speedometer was malfunctioning and on investigation 
found that the problem lay within the gearbox. Not wanting to pick up speeding tickets, I looked at purchasing a second 
hand GPS on bidorbuy, but they seemed a little too expensive just for this purpose. I then looked at digital speedome-
ters as found on bicycles and eventually purchased one from a cycle shop in Knysna for R 130 that looked as though it 
could work, with a bit of ingenuity. 
 
The unit comprises of three separate parts. The magnet, which is attached to a wheel, the sensor that must be 
mounted between 2 to 4 mm away from the magnet and the readout / computer unit. 
 
Looking at the MGB, I removed a front wheel and drilled a hole in an inside balance weight and glued the magnet in 
place. The sensor was mounted on an aluminium bracket that was fixed under the lock nut on the steering arm. The 
wire from the sensor to the main unit had to be lengthened and this was then fed through the engine compartment 
through a wiring loom hole and up along the steering column tube. The readout unit was mounted on top of the indica-
tor cover using duct tape but before inserting the battery I took a tape measure and measured the circumference of the 
spare tyre and noted this figure. Unfortunately, the readout on the display shows a maximum speed of 99, but can be 
programmed to display either mph or kph. The former would show a higher top speed, but one would have to calculate 
the readout to kph, so I opted for kph. After inserting the battery, the display showed kph, which I left. The next step 
was to press the set button until the display read the circumference of the wheel and once this was set, the final step 
was to set the time in the 24 hour clock. That was it. A quick trip up to the N2 showed all was working correctly. 
 
Some of the other functions that the unit offers apart from a very accurate speedometer are total distance, trip dis-
tance, daily trip distance, average speed of a trip and elapsed time. 
 
It will be interesting to see the accuracy of the original speedometer when I get the drive pinion replaced. 
 
Not bad for R 130 and a couple of hours work. 

MGA - Then & Now  
Submitted by:  George Davey 

THEN: 
My association with the MG marque goes back to my days living in P.E.  I purchased my first MGA FHC from a friend 
of mine for R750.00 – that was in 1968 & the car was a 1957 model. It was a rather faded mineral blue, but otherwise 
in good condition. He had purchased the car from the original owner – a doctor in Pretoria, & I managed to talk him into 
selling to me not long after he obtained the car. I had it re sprayed British racing green by a backyard spraypainter in 
Forest Hill for R35.00 & the job turned out remarkably well.  At the end of December 1970 I left my parents home in 
P.E. to take up a position with the “Cape Argus” in Cape Town.  I packed all my worldly goods into the “A” & pointed its 
pretty nose toward Cape Town.  I remember getting stuck behind a slow moving truck labouring up Bloukrans pass,  I 
had to change down to 2nd, . .  missed the gear & stalled!  I don’t know who felt the heat more at that moment, the hoot-
ing drivers behind me, the “A”,  or myself !  in the middle of summer with luggage up to my ears, stuck in Bloukrans in a 
mobile sauna!  The black & white photo herewith was taken shortly after my arrival in Cape Town. In 1972 I left on an 
extended overseas trip & sold the car to an engineer at the Argus for R650.00 
 
& NOW: 
I purchased my current 1956 roadster from a dealer in Johannesburg in about 2002. The car was originally from Cape 
Town & had undergone a complete frame off restoration completed in 1999. I had the car railed back to Cape Town & 
it arrived a little dusty but otherwise un scathed. In 2005 I took part in the MGA “ Golden Jubilee” and covered 4,400km 
on the tour, I was the only “A” from Cape Town to undertake the entire tour. I was also very proud to win “Nicest A” on 
the tour, amongst such esteemed company. Since the tour I have replaced the original 1500 motor with a completely 
rebuilt & balanced 1622 motor, but have kept the 1500 motor in mothballs. The car has been a great joy & interest to 
me and we have attended the “Last Fling” at lake Brenton, and the Cape Centres  in Oudtshoorn more recently.  
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Lesley Byram   
Gary Ronald is the spokesperson for the Automobile Associa-
tion of South Africa, which has been in existence since 1932.  
What is the objective of the AA?   
That goes back to before 1932. It was an amalgamation of 
various motoring clubs, and was started by people who owned 
vehicles and had a common interest in motoring, helping each 
other out, because early cars were not very reliable.  
It became a club for enthusiasts, and over time it developed 
into something that essentially is still a road-side assistance - 
that is the core business.  
But now, we also provide travel information, car hire, insur-
ance, car finance, producing maps, publications and all that 
sort of thing. We also have an influence on policy around traf-
fic and traffic legislation.  
What tips can you give vehicle owners on how to sav e 
fuel?   
Without being facetious, you have to state the obvious and that is: only use your car when you need to; when you do, 
plan your trip so that you keep moving rather than being stuck in traffic and idling.  
If you are caught in traffic and are idling, if you're going to be stationary for 30 seconds or more, switch your car off. If 
you keep your idling for 10 seconds or more, the amount of fuel you'd need to restart it has actually already been 
saved.  
We often talk about not driving with your windows open because it creates drag on your car. But, at the same time, use 

your air-conditioner judiciously, because that takes power 
from the engine, which means you'll use more fuel.  
The biggest enemy of fuel efficiency is weight, and there are 
two kinds of weight. There's the weight that's inside the car - 
get rid of any additional stuff in the car you don't need. And 
then of course the weight of the right foot on the accelerator.  
That is something that you as a driver have more control over 
- how you drive and how you need to change your driving be-
haviour in a way that would make the car perform better.  
A light foot on the throttle always seems to work best, again 
avoiding stop-start driving, heavy braking.  
The bottom line is to keep moving and be in the right gear at 
the right time. If you've done a driving course they'll tell you, 
that from a safety perspective, that's the right thing to do, but 
from the fuel efficiency point of view, you want to get into the 
highest gear possible as soon as possible.  
The present thinking is that if you're driving a diesel-powered 
car, change gears at around 2 000 rpm, and with a petrol-

powered car at around 2 500 rpm. Try and drive under 2 5000 rpm. That will give you the 60 km/h speed limit quite 
comfortably. If you're driving on the freeways and open road, don't look at the speed limit as a target, rather look at it 
as a limit and try and drive about 10 km/h below the speed limit, provided you aren't holding up traffic. That way you'll 
find your car will be quite a lot more efficient.  
Does free-wheeling down hill make any difference?   
Yes it does, but don't switch the car off. You can leave your car in gear and just take your foot of the accelerator.  
Is diesel the most economical kind of fuel?   
Not really, because of the cost of diesel now. Because it's so much more expensive than petrol, it's kind of reached an 
equilibrium.  
With regard to fuel economy, are hybrid vehicles th e way 
to go?   
Absolutely. Not only from a fuel efficiency point of view, but 
also from an environmental point of view. The carbon footprint 
is a lot less.  
Any other thoughts?   
Government has been going on about getting people out of 
cars and into public transport or into lift-clubs to alleviate con-
gestion, and it's not a bad idea. The only issue we have with it, 
is that a viable public transport system is not in place.  
We're really concerned that there is no apparent move towards 
that, especially with the World Cup coming in 2010 - public 
transport is a major part of the planning for the event.  
 
Interview by Lesley Byram. 

Getting the lowdown on fuel from the AA  
Submitted by:  Pat Coyne;  originally published in Cape Times May 09, 2008 
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Hi all, and I hope you are enjoying the slightly (ever so slightly) different looking breed.  Firstly I would like to thank 
Rosalie for all her months of previous breeds.  After working on the June Breed for the past few days I think she de-
serves a great big medal as well as all those editors whose large shoes I now fill.  Also thank you for her assistance in 
the smooth transition, Rosalie agreed to do a quality check this month - so please if there are any errors, direct your 
complaints to her this month. 
 
Please take a look at Derek’s write up on page 7 … please feel free to submit articles of interest even if not totally MG 
related, if there is something you as a Club member have done that you would like to share please feel free to do so. 
 
The Breed is not the breed with out articles submitted by you the club members, so please keep the articles coming 
and thank you to all of you that have submitted this month.  Please feel free to also send in interesting MG pictures, 
jokes or suggestions. 
 
My “new” job has been a lot of fun and great pleasure. 
Happy reading ... 

Way, Way back in the mid 1960’s I worked in a research and development lab for an Electronics firm in London. The 
chairman of this company had a Rolls Royce as well as a RR trained chauffeur. When said chauffeur had no driving 
duties, he used to come into the R and D lab to while away his time and talk to us, mostly, about women and cars. 
 
On one occasion he was telling us about his training with RR and it was very interesting in what he had to say. Firstly, 
that the passenger should not know whether the car is in motion, whether it is accelerating or slowing down or if it is 
turning a corner. The chauffeur must drive as gently as possible unless asked to do otherwise. It was also impressed 
upon him that if he is driving the Roller and the car is involved in an accident, even if stationary, he is to blame for al-
lowing the car to be put into a position of danger. 
 
What made me think of this was that soon after taking delivery of my MGB GT from the panel beaters, I drove the car 
to the local Spar in Plettenberg Bay and parked behind a 2 ton bakkie. The driver was busy on his cell phone and I 
switched off the engine prior to opening the door, when he started his engine and engaged reverse gear. He was 
oblivious to my screams and shouts above the din of his diesel engine and he proceeded to reverse into the front of my 
MG. It was only when he felt the impact did he stop and climb out to see what had got in his way. My language to him 
was rather full of expletives, but he said that when he got in his cab, there was no vehicle parked behind him and be-
fore he engaged reverse gear he checked in his rear view mirror but his view was over the top of the MGB. He was 
very full of apologies but fortunately and amazingly, there was no damage to the MGB. Whilst driving back home I 
thought back to the chauffeur words and realised that I was partly to blame as I had placed my vehicle in a position 
where it could be damaged. 
 
My feeling with all my classics that I own or have owned is that we are merely custodians of them for a small period of 
their hopefully long existence and we must be mindful of not allowing them to be damaged in any way by either acci-
dent or neglect. 

Ramblings  
Submitted by:  Roger Davis 

May Caption Competition  
Submitted by:  James Reinhardt 

Introducing a little competition to the breed … a 
caption contest (thank you James for this great 
idea!!) 
 
We will vote on the submitted captions at the fol-
lowing meetings.  If you are there and you are the 
winner you get a free drink from the bar … if you 
are the winner and you are not in attendance you 
will receive a nice frosty picture of a beer via e-
mail (just like the one on page 3). 
 
Please submit your caption’s for this photo via e-
mail to your editor:  leanne@perform.co.za on or 
before Wednesday 11 June or you are welcome to 
hand it over in person at the June meeting. 
 
Submissions of pictures can be e-mailed to your 
Breed editor. 

A note from your “new” Breed Editor  
Submitted by:  Leanne Hewitt 
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For Sale:  1973 MGB 
GT.  O/Drive, dark 
blue, all hydraulics 

recently done.  Asking R55 000.  Please phone 
Mavis Newsham 021 671 3459 or 082 694 86 76. 
 
For Sale:  1973 MGB Roadster White with Black/
Dark Blue interior.  Overdrive gearbox, Tonnueau 
covers, Rostile wheels, Lucus Fog Lights and fitted 
extras.  White hard top that replaces boot lid.  Origi-
nal working radio cassette player.  New tyers, clutch 
set, brake & clutch master cylinders fitted: 2000km 
old.  Mike Plows did last service but will need ser-
vice done.  Price:  “make a fair offer”.  Contact Mark 
Love l l  on e-mai l  for  more deta i ls :  
mark.lovell@totsa.com 

For Sale:  A variety of MG books are for sale from 
Esther Kotze in Wellington.  Please contact her for 
details of what is available.  Contact her on 021 873 
7376 or e-mail:  thebooktraders@gmail.com 

CLASSIFIEDCLASSIFIED SS�
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For a wholesome meal 
with fast and friendly service 

Visit our restaurants at 

Rosmead Avenue, Claremont         Main Road, Claremont 

               6710622       6832669                 
Voortrekker Road, Goodwood       Voortrekker Road, Parow 

               5917561                                       9395935

TraX Interconnect (Pty) Ltd 
SABS ISO 9002 

 

Contact us for your through hole plated printed circuit 
boards 

     Cape Town  
Factory and Sales 
    Frank Ellis 
Tel: 021 712-5011 
Fax: 021 712-5798 

Johannesburg 
Monica Darmanovic 
Tel: 011 646-9341 
Fax: 011 646-5504  

 

          Durban  
       Shirley Jones 
    Tel: 031 52-5939 
    Fax: 031 562-8988 

 

PARKADE 
JEWELLERS  ~  WATCHMAKERS 

since 1961 
 
 

REPAIR SPECIALISTS 
Watches ~ Clocks ~ Jewellery 

 
Stewart Woodcock 

 
Parkade Mall (Pick 'n Pay)     
56 Strand Street                           Tel/Fax: 021-4191977  

   Cape Town 8001                           Mobile: 084-7027785                 

Classically British  
 

Car Parts and Accessories 
 

Specialising in MG, Triumph, Classic Mini and Morri s Minor Spares 
 

NEW!   We now stock a range of service parts for th e modern MG TF 
 

Parts catalogues available 
 

Please visit our website for stock offers and new p roducts 
 

Www.classically-british.com  email:info@ classicall y-british.com 
 

Phone: Peter Flowers 021 975 4475  or 078 639 0151 

 

 
 


